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called brave from their enduring painful things 5 hence for-
titude is also very painful, and Is justly praised; for It Is
more difficult to endure things painful, than to abstain from
pleasures. Not but that the end which belongs to fortitude
may appear to be pleasant, but to be obscured by surround*
ing objects : as is the case likewise in gymnastic contests 5
for to boxers, the end for which they contend is pleasant,
viz, the crown and honours -y but to be beaten, (at least If
they are made of flesh,) is bitter and painful, and so is every
labour ; but because these are many, the end, for the sake
of which they contend,, being small, appears to possess no-
thing pleasant* Consequently, if the case is the same with
fortitude, death and wounds will be painful to tie brave
man, and against his will; but he will endure them because
it is noble, or because not to endure them is base. And by
how much the more he possesses every virtue, and the more
happy he is, by so much the more will he be pained at death :
for life is most valuable to such a man, and he is knowingly
deprived of the greatest goods ; now this is painful 5 yet the
person Is no less brave : and perhaps even more so^, because
he chooses that which Is honourable in war, in preference to
the other goods. In fine, to energize with pleasure is not
possible in all the virtues, except as far as it is connected with
the end. But nothing perhaps hinders mercenary soldiers, who
are not thus formed, from being best, but those may be so,
who are less brave, and have no other good in possession:
for these, are prepared for dangers, and exchange their lives
for Inconsiderable gain. Concerning fortitude therefore let
so much be said ; but to conclude at least in outline what it
is, is not difficult from what has been said.